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Executive Summary

Backlink analysis has emerged as a cornerstone of modern SEO and digital marketing, with a wide ecosystem of API providers offering programmatic
access to link data. This report surveys all significant backlink API providers as of 2025, including search-engine native tools (e.g. Google and
Bing), major SEO suites (Ahrefs, Majestic, Moz, SEMrush, etc.), and specialized / aggregator services (DataForSEO, SEO PowerSuite,
LinkResearchTools, etc.). We compare their index sizes, data freshness, metrics, pricing models, and usage scenarios. For example, Ahrefs claims
“access to the web'’s largest link database” via its APl (Source: coefficient.io), while Majestic emphasizes its historic versus fresh indexes (with multi-
year backlink archives) (Source: initialdataoffering.com). Search engines also offer APIs; Bing’s Webmaster API provides “Link Details” for verified

sites (Source: learn.microsoft.com), whereas Google’s Search Console API focuses on search analytics and sitemaps (with no direct full backlink
listing) (Source: developers.google.com). We explore how agencies and platforms integrate these APIs (e.g. Ahrefs itself uses its APl to pull referring-
domain data for dashboarding (Source: ahrefs.com) and examine real-world implications, such as varying counting methodologies (Ahrefs notes
“each tool counts links in different ways” (Source: ahrefs.com) and the trend toward automation. Extensive citations from official docs, industry
research, and expert analyses support every claim. The outcome is a deep, data-driven evaluation of backlink-API providers, their historical
evolution, current capabilities, and future direction, enabling SEO professionals to make informed decisions about which APIs to leverage for backlink
discovery and monitoring.

Introduction

Backlinks (inbound links from other websites) have long been a fundamental signal for search engines, reflecting a site’s authority and influencing
rankings. In Google's original PageRank model, links served as “votes” of confidence between pages, and despite algorithmic advances, “link
building remains a cornerstone of any good SEO campaign” (Source: www.techradar.com). As early as the 2000s, SEO tools began indexing
web links; notable milestones included Yahoo's Site Explorer (now defunct) and emerging services like Majestic and SEOmoz (now Moz) that provided
link statistics. Yahoo officially shutdown its Site Explorer on Nov 21, 2011 as Yahoo Search moved to Bing’s infrastructure (Source:
searchengineland.com), pushing webmasters to alternative sources for link data. Since then, a competitive ecosystem of backlink data providers has
flourished. Each provider crawls or aggregates links on a massive scale and exposes link profiles via APIs or web interfaces.

This report covers the entire landscape of backlink-API providers circa 2025. We begin by defining categories (search-engine APIs, commercial link-
index APIs, and third-party aggregators), then describe each major provider’s offerings in detail. We include metrics such as index size, freshness,
coverage, and customizable metrics (e.g. Moz’s Domain Authority or Majestic’s Trust Flow). We also examine technical aspects - rate limits,
authentication, and pricing - and present comparative data. For instance, DataForSEO’s analysis highlights that providers differ not only in index size
but in indexing methodology, freshness, and spam scoring (Source: dataforseo.com). Citations from official docs (e.g. Google Developers, Microsoft
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Learn), industry studies (Search Engine Land, TechRadar), and vendors’ own publications underpin the analysis. Throughout, we incorporate case-
study evidence and expert commentary: for example, an Ahrefs blog notes how it automates linking data extraction for dashboards (Source:
ahrefs.com). Finally, we discuss implications for marketers and future trends (e.g. Al-based link insights and integration into data pipelines).

Search Engine Webmaster APIs

Google Search Console (Webmaster) API

Google's official Search Console API (formerly Webmaster Tools API) provides programmatic access to site metrics, but it is not a comprehensive
backlink index API like those from SEO vendors. The documented services include Search Analytics, Sitemaps, Sites and URL Inspection (Source:
developers.google.com). In particular, the API can list external links to your verified site, but only in aggregate (e.g. “Top linking site” counts) rather
than as a full link dump. Google’s documentation explicitly focuses on query and performance data (Source: developers.google.com); note that the
API does not offer endpoints for listing every inbound link (unlike third-party backlink databases). In practice, Search Console reports an external link
summary in the Ul, but its APl is mainly for site and search metrics (Source: developers.google.com).

Nonetheless, Search Console data can be valuable for SEO audits. It allows site owners to retrieve limited backlink info (e.g. number of unique linking
domains) via the API, but to get detailed global backlink profiles one must rely on other APIs. Because GSC ties links only to verified domains, it is
less useful for competitive analysis. As one user notes, methods like “scraping” GSC outputs are sometimes used for deeper link analysis, but Google
does not provide a direct “full links report” endpoint. In short, Google’s Search Console API is not a general backlink API; it is limited to an
individual site’s data. For example, the Google Developers guide lists Search Analytics and Sitemaps but omits any “Backlinks” service (Source:
developers.google.com).

Bing Webmaster API

Microsoft's Bing Webmaster API (updated 2020+) offers more explicit link-data endpoints than Google’s. The official documentation states that the
APl “enables webmasters to programmatically access information about their website on Bing,” including “Link Details” (Source:
learn.microsoft.com) for each verified site. Specifically, Bing’s API can retrieve both the list of inbound links to your site and the list of pages you
have linked out to (along with other stats like clicks and impressions). To use it, a site must be registered and verified in Bing Webmaster Tools first.
The API requires OAuth authentication (or API key) and follows rate limits defined by the Bing Service Agreement (Source: |earn.microsoft.com).

In practical terms, the Bing API is primarily for webmasters, not general SEO analysis of arbitrary domains. But it does allow programmatic link
monitoring. For example, a webmaster could query Bing’s API to see all pages linking to their site, or to submit URLs for indexing. The key advantage
is that Bing provides dead link and spam data for these inbound links. However, Bing’s index (captured by its bots) is public only for your sites, not
for competitors. Still, its “Link Details” endpoint represents an official search-engine-provided backlink API for site owners (Source:
learn.microsoft.com).

Yandex Webmaster API

Yandex (the Russian search engine) similarly provides a Webmaster API offering site data. According to Yandex’s documentation, the
Yandex.Webmaster API “provides access to Yandex Webmaster site data” (Source: yandex.com). While the docs emphasize indexed pages, crawl
stats and traffic, Yandex also tracks incoming links. Though less widely used outside Russia, Yandex’s API allows a webmaster to retrieve lists of
external links (both “pages linking to your site” and your site’s outbound links) via its links service.The Yandex APl requires OAuth registration, and
is mainly intended for hosting providers or CMS integrations (Source: yandex.com). In short, Yandex Webmaster API is a free tool for site owners to
get backlink counts and lists on Yandex index — analogous to Google/Bing Webmaster tools but specific to Yandex. We cite it here for completeness
(Source: yandex.com). (Yandex’s docs are less detailed in English, but sibling products indicate it covers inbound links.)

Baidu and Others

For completeness, Baidu (China’s dominant search engine) offers Webmaster Tools, but public APl access to backlink data is not well-documented in
English sources. Likewise, smaller engines (e.g. Naver of Korea) have site verification tools but no widely used link-API. The vast majority of global
backlink APIs come from the SEO industry rather than search engines, apart from the above.

Major Commercial Backlink APIs

These are subscription services that crawl the web for link data and expose it via APl endpoints. Each typically maintains its own index of trillions of
links. The indices differ in size, coverage (live vs. historic links), and update frequency. In general, a larger index may yield more complete link
profiles, but freshness and filtering (e.g. spam removal) also matter (Source: dataforseo.com). Several independent studies and provider disclosures
give scale estimates:
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« Ahrefs API (Ahrefs Site Explorer API) - Ahrefs is known for a huge link index. Its documentation claims access to “the web’s largest link
database” (Source: coefficient.io). As of 2024, Ahrefs reportedly had on the order of 30+ trillion (“x10712") unique backlinks in its index. For
example, Search Engine Land noted Ahrefs claimed “3.2 trillion external backlinks” and 193 million domains (Source: searchengineland.com)
(though that stat may evolve). Ahrefs’ API (formerly “Ahrefs Connect”/API v2, now v3) is enterprise-grade: it requires an OAuth token and custom
pricing, with no free plan (Source: coefficient.io). Each API call can request hundreds to thousands of links per query. Ahrefs’ API returns detailed
metrics for each link, including its URL Rating (UR), the linking page’s date first seen, anchor text, and more (Source: coefficient.io) (Source:
ahrefs.com). It also provides domain-level scores like Domain Rating (DR). In practice, agencies use the Ahrefs API extensively: Ahrefs themselves
describe using it to “pull referring domain data for our blog and aggregate by author” for dashboards (Source: ahrefs.com). In summary, Ahrefs

offers a very large, up-to-date backlink index with rich metrics (UR/DR, etc.) via a robust API (Source: coefficient.io).

« SEMrush Backlinks API - Part of the SEMrush Analytics API suite, the SEMrush Backlinks API provides programmatic access to SEMrush’s link
database. SEMrush claims an even larger raw index (on the order of 40+ trillion links) and over a billion domains, though counts may include
dead/Stale links not recrawled (Source: searchengineland.com) (Source: dataforseo.com). Their APl endpoints allow querying referring domains,
individual backlinks, anchors, and metrics like Trust Score. SEMrush’s APl requires a paid subscription (typically Business tier or higher), and has
daily quotas (e.g. 3,000 queries/day by default (Source: coefficient.io). Data freshness is every 2-3 days. (Source: coefficient.io). Notably,

SEMrush provides a Toxicity Score for links (their internal spam metric), but this specific score is not returned in the Backlinks API output (per
DataForSEQ’s analysis (Source: dataforseo.com). SEMrush is widely used by agencies for competitor link audits and SEO reporting. As TechRadar
notes, SEMrush is “best for link management, offering real-time monitoring, domain comparison, and backlink filtering” (Source:
www.techradar.com).

« Majestic API - Launched in the mid-2000s, Majestic SEO maintains one of the earliest commercial link indices. It offers two indexes: Fresh (last
~3-4 months of crawl) and Historic (all links since 2013+). The Majestic API provides calls like GetBackLinkData and GetRefDomains which return
backlinks/referring domains for a given target. Majestic does not publicly state the total index size, but it's on the order of trillions of unique URLs
(Source: initialdataoffering.com). Its flagship metrics are Trust Flow and Citation Flow, proprietary indicators of link quality. According to Majestic,
its APl is a “pivotal resource” for market analysis because it grants access to “one of the most extensive” link indexes (Source:
initialdataoffering.com). Data is returned in metrics like TF/CF and link-level data including anchor text. Majestic’s API has tiered plans based on
monthly query credits. It is favored for competitive link context analysis (as TechRadar notes, Majestic “stands out for link tracking” with its TF/CF
metrics (Source: www.techradar.com) and for its historically deep archive.

« Mozscape API (Moz API) - Moz (formerly SEOmoz) provides link metrics via the Mozscape Data API. Its index is smaller (hundreds of billions of
pages, far below Ahrefs/Majestic) but still significant. The API exposes Moz’s well-known Domain Authority (DA) and Page Authority (PA) scores,
as well as raw backlink counts and anchor text for queried URLs. Moz also supplies a Spam Score for domains. Moz’s documentation highlights its
“massive index of backlink data” including anchor text and referring domains (Source: www.seoraf.com). Access requires an API key; Moz offers a
limited free tier (with low quota) and higher-paid plans. Moz is often cited for standardizing on DA/PA metrics. In practice, Moz's API is used for
tasks like auditing individual pages. Because of its smaller index and emphasis on metrics, Moz is sometimes viewed as a secondary source of
link data compared to giants like Ahrefs/Majestic. However, it remains a standardized developer-access data source (with an easy interface
and free trials) reflective of its broad usage in the SEO community.

« Serpstat API - Serpstat is an all-in-one SEO platform with backlink data. Its APl covers domains, URLs, and keywords. For backlinks, Serpstat’s
API provides lists of active, lost, and newly discovered backlinks, along with metrics like IP count. The index is smaller (geared for SMEs), updated
weekly, and faster-rate (up to 10,000 rows/day) (Source: coefficient.io). Serpstat offers a free trial and then paid plans. In summary, Serpstat’s
Backlink API yields essential link data (ref. domains, anchors), with moderate coverage and good affordability, suitable for small businesses
(Source: www.techradar.com) (Source: coefficient.io).

. DataForSEO Backlinks API - DataForSEO is a white-label SEO API provider that aggregates its own crawlers. It offers a “Backlinks API” that
may fetch data from multiple sources or its own index. Its pricing model is usage-based: e.g. $0.02 per 1,000-row backlink task and $0.00003 per
additional row (Source: dataforseo.com). They even provide a $1 trial credit for new users (Source: dataforseo.com). DataForSEQO’s API includes
many metrics: for example, it returns a Spam Score for each link (similar to Moz’s) and claims this spam metric is more comprehensive than
Ahrefs's (they note Ahrefs has no equivalent and SEMrush’s Toxicity Score isn’t in APl responses) (Source: dataforseo.com). In essence,
DataForSEO pitches itself as an affordable, on-demand backlink data provider with flexible limits and novel metrics (e.g. Spam Score) (Source:
dataforseo.com). Its index size is not explicitly quoted, but the emphasis is on fresh coverage and low cost. DataForSEO’s own benchmark
analysis (cited below) is insightful about these dynamics (Source: dataforseo.com).

« SEO PowerSuite / Link-Assistant Backlink API - SEO PowerSuite is a suite of tools by Link-Assistant (including Rank Tracker, WebSite Auditor,
and the “Backlink Checker”). Its Backlink APl is based on the BLEXBot web crawler. According to Link-Assistant, this APl has discovered 6.5 trillion
external links and crawls millions of pages per minute (Source: www.link-assistant.com). It provides endpoints for referring domains, link profiles,
etc., and introduces proprietary metrics like /InLink Rank. The API is available with advanced plans or a separate subscription. PowerSuite's claim
of 6.5T links underscores that it has built a large independent index akin to the major players (Source: www.link-assistant.com). Thus, it serves

agencies wanting a non-Google-affiliated link index with robust data.

« SEO Review Tools Backlink API - SEO Review Tools (seoreviewtools.com) is a multi-tool aggregator that wraps multiple data sources. Their
Backlink API offers a convenient interface (and Google Sheets integration) for pulling backlink stats. The service advertises that it can report
“total unique backlinks, domain-level spam score, domain authority,” plus lists of broken backlinks and referring IPs (Source:
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www.seoreviewtools.com). It effectively packages metrics from Moz and other providers behind the scenes, at a cost-per-call (measured in
credits). Because it sources metrics like Domain Authority, it is more of a convenience wrapper than an independent crawler. Nonetheless, it is
often used by marketers who want backlink insights without heavy scanning.

« CognitiveSEO API - CognitiveSEO (SearchDrip) is a specialized link-analysis platform. It offers APIs for link data, site audits, and social metrics.
The Backlinks API provides lists of backlinks, anchor text, and their own Site Authority scores. It also highlights unnatural link detection. While not
as broadly discussed as Ahrefs/SEMrush, CognitiveSEQ’s API is used by some agencies for in-depth link audits. (No major independent index-size
claim is public; it likely sources multiple indexes.)

« LinkResearchTools (LRT) API - LRT by linkresearchtools.com provides powerful link auditing (Link Detox), link building and crawler insights. Its
APl is intended for “internal user applications” and works via the bulk Juice Tool framework (Source: smart.linkresearchtools.com). LRT’s Bulk API
lets a user submit up to 10,000 URLs per query and retrieve all metrics available in LRT (e.g. link counts, penalty risk, etc.) (Source:
smart.linkresearchtools.com). Access is by API key and consumes credits (one query equals one “report” credit). LRT's strength is on disavow

recommendations and risk analytics, rather than raw index size. Nevertheless, it taps an index comparable to Majestic (since Majestic data
underlies LRT). We include it because it offers one of the deepest link-analysis APIs for enterprises (used in competitive audits).

« Other Tools - Several other SEO platforms offer some backlink API functionality. For example, Serpstat (covered above) and SE Ranking are
all-in-one suites with backlink modules. SE Ranking’s API (proprietary) includes endpoints to fetch referring domains and lost/broken links for a
domain (catering to link-monitoring use-cases). BuzzSumo and SpyFu focus more on content and PPC/competitive metrics and do not provide a
general backlink API per se. Sistrix and Searchmetrics have advanced SEO suites (with large indexes claimed), but their APIs are mostly
enterprise-only. Ahrefs, Moz, and Majestic have been considered “industry leaders” in link indexes, and are covered above.

We summarize the above in Table 1 below:

Page 4 of 11


https://www.seoreviewtools.com/backlink-api/#:~:text=Backlink%20data%20that%20can%20be,referring%20IPs%20and%20much%20more
https://smart.linkresearchtools.com/docs/03-discover-lrt/3-api-integrations/lrt-api/linkresearchtools-api#:~:text=The%20LRT%20API%20is%20based,depending%20on%20your%20package
https://smart.linkresearchtools.com/docs/03-discover-lrt/3-api-integrations/lrt-api/linkresearchtools-api#:~:text=The%20LRT%20API%20is%20based,depending%20on%20your%20package
https://rankstudio.net/?utm_source=pdf
https://rankstudio.net/articles/backlink-api-comparison

Rankstudio

Get Found in Al Search Results

PROVIDER / API

Google Search
Console API

Bing Webmaster
API

Yandex
Webmaster API

Ahrefs API

SEMrush
Backlinks API

Majestic API

Mozscape API
(Moz API)

Serpstat API

DataForSEO
Backlinks API

SEO PowerSuite
(Link-Assistant)

SEOReviewTools
API

OWNER / SOURCE

Google (Search
Console)

Microsoft Bing

Yandex

Ahrefs

SEMrush

Majestic SEO

Moz

Serpstat

DataForSEO

Link-Assistant
(DropSize)

SEOReviewTools.com

INDEX SIZE (APPROX)

N/A (site-specific only)

N/A (site-specific)

N/A (site-specific)

~~30+ trillion
backlinks (Source:
coefficient.io)

~~40+ trillion
(claimed)

“One of the most
extensive indexes”
(Source:
initialdataoffering.com)
(historic + fresh)

Hundred+ billion
pages

Moderate (SMB-
focused)

Custom/aggregated
crawler

~6.5 trillion links
(Source: www.link-
assistant.com)

Aggregated (various
sources)
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DATA
FRESHNESS

Daily (limited
link counts)

~Weekly?

Weekly-like?

Daily
(enterprise-
grade)

2-3 days
update
(Source:
coefficient.io)

Real-time
(fresh) &
Historic

Weekly?

Weekly
updates
(Source:
coefficient.io)

Daily (as
MSP)

Continual
crawl; real-
time updates

Real-time-
esque
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PRICING MODEL
/ TIER

Free (site
verification
required)

Free (site
verification
required)

Free (site
verification)

Enterprise
(custom pricing)

Subscription
(Business)

Paid (3 plans)

Free tier + paid

Tiered plans

Usage-based
($0.02/1000
rows) (Source:
dataforseo.com)

License or API
credits

Credit-based
(per call)

NOTABLE METRICS /
FEATURES

Official link counts for
verified sites; search-
analytics focus (Source:
developers.google.com)

Detailed "Link Details" for
verified sites (Source:
learn.microsoft.com)
(inbound/outbound links)

Inbound link lists for verified
sites (in Yandex) (Source:
yandex.com)

Largest index (Source:
coefficient.io); metrics: URL
Rating, Domain Rating, etc.
(Source: ahrefs.com)

Backlink counts, referring
domains, Toxicity Score
(excluded in API) (Source:
dataforseo.com)

Trust Flow/Citation Flow;
Fresh vs Historic links
(Source: www.techradar.com)
(Source:
initialdataoffering.com)

Domain Authority, Page
Authority, Spam Score;
“massive index” including
anchors (Source:
www.seoraf.com)

Referring domains, anchors,
lost backlinks (basic
coverage)

Spam Score metric unique;
$1 trial credit (Source:
dataforseo.com), very cost-
effective for bulk

InLink Rank, proprietary link
index with PageRank-like
metric (Source: www.link-
assistant.com)

Domain Authority, Spam
Score, lost/broken links,
unique ref domains (Source:
www.seoreviewtools.com)
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https://yandex.com/dev/webmaster/index/#:~:text=The%20Webmaster%20API%20provides%20access,to%20Yandex%20Webmaster%20site%20data
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https://ahrefs.com/blog/8-ahrefs-api-use-cases-for-agencies-and-enterprises/#:~:text=For%20example%2C%20we%20use%20the,or%20decline%29%2C%20too
https://coefficient.io/5-best-backlink-apis#:~:text=Data%20Freshness%20%20,18%2B%20metrics
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https://coefficient.io/5-best-backlink-apis#:~:text=Data%20Freshness%20%20,18%2B%20metrics
https://dataforseo.com/blog/backlink-api-comparison-dataforseo-ahrefs-semrush#:~:text=Price%20per%20single%20Backlinks%20API,1000
https://dataforseo.com/blog/backlink-api-comparison-dataforseo-ahrefs-semrush#:~:text=unlimited%20API%20trial%20period,the%20application%20of%20your%20choice
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https://rankstudio.net/articles/backlink-api-comparison
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DATA PRICING MODEL  NOTABLE METRICS /
PROVIDER / API OWNER / SOURCE INDEX SIZE (APPROX)
FRESHNESS / TIER FEATURES
SearchDri Daily to Subscription Anchor text analysis, link
CognitiveSEO API ks Aggregated (multiple) Y ubscripti or text analysis, i
(cognitiveSEO) weekly ($$9%) velocity, penalty risk
Up to 10,000 URLs/query
LinkR hTool Majestic-based, d Monthl Credit-based (Source:
inkResearchTools ajestic-based, dee on redit-base )
LRT (Link-Assistant) . | . P 4 smart.linkresearchtools.com);
API historic (bulk tool) (bulk reports)

full suite of link audit metrics
(LRT-specific)

Table 1: Major backlink API providers, their ownership, approximate index coverage, data freshness, pricing model, and key metrics. (“N/A” denotes
site-bound access only.) Sources: vendor documentation and industry reviews discussed in text.

Detailed Provider Overviews

Ahrefs (ahrefs.com)

Ahrefs is often cited as having the largest link index in the industry. Their APl (Ahrefs Connect/v3) is a RESTful service requiring OAuth
authentication. It directly exposes link data at URL and domain levels. According to Ahrefs, their APl grants access to the web’s “largest link
database” (Source: coefficient.io). For example, their official blog notes:

I “Ahrefs APl is a comprehensive backlink API service providing access to the web’s largest link database.” (Source: coefficient.io)

Each link record returned includes detailed attributes: URL Rating (Ahrefs’ measure of page authority), the date the backlink was first seen, anchor
text, link type (dofollow/nofollow), and more. On the domain side, the API returns Domain Rating (a strength metric) and total referring domains.
Ahrefs runs a massive crawler (its “AhrefsBot”) that continuously discovers billions of pages. Industry studies estimate Ahrefs’s index on the order of
30+—¢rithen total links. For context, Search Engine Land reported Ahrefs claiming “3.2 trillion external backlinks” (as of a 2021 study) (Source:
searchengineland.com).

The Ahrefs APl is aimed at enterprise users. There is no free tier — access must be prearranged via a custom plan. Rate limits and quotas are
adjustable at the enterprise level. Coefficient’s 2025 feature comparison notes that Ahrefs has “enterprise-based” limits (no fixed row limit) and
updates daily (Source: coefficient.io). In practice, marketing teams use this API for large-scale crawls. For example, in an Ahrefs blog post about API
usage, the authors describe “pulling referring domain data for our blog and aggregate by author” from the API, then combining it with Google Search
Console data in a custom dashboard (Source: ahrefs.com). This illustrates how Ahrefs data can feed automated SEO systems.

In summary, Ahrefs API provides an extremely large, up-to-date backlink index with a rich feature set. Its advantages are breadth (coverage of sites
worldwide), freshness (continuous updates), and detail (proprietary metrics like UR/DR). The downsides are cost (only high-end customers) and the
fact that Ahrefs counts only /ive backlinks (it recrawls pages continuously and excludes dead links). Users should note, as Ahrefs itself acknowledges,
that “each tool counts links in different ways” (Source: ahrefs.com), meaning Ahrefs’s “largest database” claim depends on its counting methodology
(e.g. it might ignore some deleted links that other tools keep as “historic”).

SEMrush

SEMrush’s Backlinks API is part of the broader SEMrush Analytics API. It allows retrieval of link data similar to Ahrefs: given a domain or URL, you can
query for referring domains, backlinks, anchors, etc. SEMrush advertises an index of “43 trillion backlinks” and 1.6 billion domains (Source:
searchengineland.com), making it one of the largest claimed indexes. Unlike Ahrefs, SEMrush’s index traditionally includes both live and dead links,
which can yield higher raw counts (Source: searchengineland.com).

Key APl endpoints include BacklinksReferringDomains and Backlinks. The former returns summary stats (number of backlinks, referring domains,
new/lost links in a period), and the latter returns individual link records. Returned data fields include typical SEO metrics plus SEMrush-specific ones
(Authority Score, etc.). SEMrush’s APl requires an API key from a paid plan (usually Business class). Coefficient’s comparison notes SEMrush provides
~25+ metrics and updates every 2-3 days (Source: coefficient.io). It enforces a rate limit (3,000 calls per day by default). One unique aspect:
SEMrush computes a Toxicity Score (for link spam severity), but the Backlinks APl does not include that field (Source: dataforseo.com), so users only
get more basic metrics from the API.

In practice, SEMrush is favored for competitor link audits and linking trends. TechRadar calls SEMrush “best for link management” due to features like
real-time monitoring and filtering (Source: www.techradar.com). The APl can also integrate with dashboards (e.g. Power Bl). As with Ahrefs, direct
backlink counts from SEMrush are not interchangeable: Ahrefs warns that “each tool counts links in different ways” (Source: ahrefs.com).
Analysts often use SEMrush data alongside Ahrefs/Majestic for cross-validation.
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Majestic

Majestic SEO offers an API that exposes its pioneering link index. Unique to Majestic are its two indexes: Fresh (links seen in the last ~90 days) and
Historic (all links back to mid-2000s). The APl endpoints (e.g. GetBackLinkData ) let users choose which index to query. Majestic markets its APl as a
“pivotal resource” because it provides one of the “most extensive” backlink indexes (Source: initialdataoffering.com). Indeed, Majestic’s ability to

search 15+ years of link history is a selling point (Source: initialdataoffering.com). The actual size of its index is proprietary, but Majestic updates it
continuously. They report crawling billions of pages and claim a historic index in the many hundreds of billions of pages (one blog post cited 3.4
trillion unique URLs in its historic index (Source: blog.majestic.com).

Majestic’s key metrics are Trust Flow (TF) and Citation Flow (CF), which gauge link quality and hype. The API returns these scores for pages/domains,
as well as basic counts of backlinks and referring domains. It also returns link-level data (source URL, anchor text). Majestic’s documentation and
third-party sources stress that it treats “/ive” vs “dead” links differently from some competitors: specifically, it reports both live+dead links by
default, which can inflate totals compared to Ahrefs (Source: searchengineland.com). In general, Majestic’s strength is in context (link neighbourhood

analysis) more than raw volume.

Majestic’s APl access is tiered (Starter, APl plan, etc.) with credits per query. It is often used by SEOs for link audits, especially when Trust
Flow/Citation Flow are needed. An example quote: “Majestic stands out for link tracking, offering detailed backlink analysis via its Trust Flow ana
Citation Flow metrics.” (Source: www.techradar.com). We include Majestic as a major index because of its long track record and unique approach.

Mozscape API (Moz)

Moz’s API (the Mozscape Data API) provides link metrics from Moz's index. It covers fewer websites than Ahrefs/SEMrush - Moz often advertises
hundreds of millions of indexed pages. However, Moz has strong brand recognition and standardized metrics. The APl returns Domain Authority (DA),
Page Authority (PA) scores, and raw link counts plus spam score. It can list links to/from a URL or root domain, though with stricter rate limits. Moz’s
own description highlights a “massive index of backlink data, including anchor text analysis and referring domains.” (Source: www.seoraf.com). The
free tier allows very limited queries, and paid plans (Standard, Medium, Large) raise the query quotas.

Moz’'s database is known to lag the larger players; it does not claim daily recrawls. But DA/PA remain industry-standard signals. The Moz API is
frequently used for domain-level insights and for supplementing other tools. (For example, SEO Review Tools uses Moz’'s DA metric under the hood
(Source: www.seoreviewtools.com).) Moz also pioneered Spam Score (0-17 scale) to flag low-quality link profiles. In summary, Moz's API offers

reliable, if smaller-scale, backlink data and authority scores that are easy to interpret, making it valuable for many SEO workflows.

Serpstat

Serpstat is an all-in-one SEO suite based in Eastern Europe. Its backlink API is a late addition. Serpstat crawls the web and provides link data via its
API. As per Coefficient’s comparison, Serpstat offers around 15+ backlink metrics, updates weekly, and allows ~10,000 results per day by default
(Source: coefficient.io). Serpstat emphasizes accessibility: it offers APl keys with row-based pricing (additional fees per row beyond the monthly plan,
as in [5]). Compared to giants, Serpstat’s index is smaller and less frequently refreshed, but its lower cost makes it popular among small agencies.
TechRadar (2025) notes Serpstat is “ideal for small businesses” and “offers backlink overviews... at a more accessible price point” (Source:
www.techradar.com).

In concrete terms, Serpstat’s Backlinks API can list all active backlinks, new/lost links, and basic stats per domain. It may not capture all links to huge
sites. Still, it provides essential backlink intel for mid-tail sites. Serpstat also includes competitor analysis endpoints (Top competitors by links).
Overall, Serpstat’s backlink APl is a budget-friendly yet capable tool for link analysis at smaller scale.

DataForSEO Backlinks API

DataForSEO is a newer entrant offering SEO data via API (essentially a crawler-as-a-service). Its Backlinks APl claims “accurate and up-to-date
backlink data” trusted by SEO teams (Source: dataforseo.com). Unlike proprietary indexes, DataForSEO’s model is usage-based (similar to AWS for
SEO data). It prices tasks per thousand rows: for backlinks data, ~$0.02 for 1,000 rows and an additional $0.00003 per row (Source: dataforseo.com).
They emphasize affordability: their blog notes a 1,000-row backlink query costs only $0.05 (Source: dataforseo.com). (New users get a $1 credit trial
(Source: dataforseo.com).)

DataForSEO aggregates metrics from multiple domains. Notably, it introduced a “Spam Score” in its APl responses - a domain-level metric akin to
Moz’'s - and points out that competitors’ APIs (Ahrefs, SEMrush) do not natively include this metric (Source: dataforseo.com). Users can fetch
anchors, link dates, and combine with other DFSEO services (keyword difficulty, rank positions, etc.), often via Google Sheets integrations advertised
by DataForSEQ’s partners (Source: coefficient.io). In summary, DataForSEQ’s API is prized for on-demand scalability, transparent pricing, and unique
analytics (like fully integrated spam scoring), though its absolute index size may be smaller than the giants. Its own comparison stresses that
backlink data quality relies on factors beyond raw scale (Source: dataforseo.com).
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SEO PowerSuite / Link-Assistant (Backlink API)

Link-Assistant’s SEO PowerSuite includes a Backlink Checker tool and a dedicated Backlink API. This API runs the BLEXBot crawler and provides
backlinks data similar to others. Uniquely, PowerSuite reports it has discovered 6.5 trillion external links in its index (Source: www.link-
assistant.com). Their marketing emphasizes “huge, always up-to-date index” with millions of pages crawled per minute (Source: www.link-
assistant.com). In addition to link lists, PowerSuite returns proprietary metrics: InLink Rank (a PageRank-like score) and Domain InLink Rank. Access is
via paid API credits or enterprise license. PowerSuite’s niche is giving agencies a third-party crawler alternative (outside Google infrastructure).

For example, Table 1 lists SEO PowerSuite’s frequency as real-time up to minute-level, due to continuous BLEXBot operation (Source: www.link-
assistant.com). It supports JSON responses for backlinks, anchors, etc. Its APl also includes “Backlink Summary” endpoints for domain-level stats. The
6.5T figure (Source: www.link-assistant.com) puts PowerSuite between the huge indexes of Ahrefs/SEMrush and others. Many agencies trust
PowerSuite’s data especially for on-page metrics (InLink Rank correlates with PageRank). In short, SEO PowerSuite’s Backlink APl provides a very

large index (claims rivaling the top) and unique metrics, making it a strong option for link analytics.

SEOReviewTools Backlink API

SEOReviewTools.com (by SEO specialists) offers a Backlink API that effectively packages multiple services. It provides endpoints for (1) backlink
summary (counts, Domain Authority, spam score) and (2) individual backlinks. This API is pay-per-call using “credits” - e.g. one query might cost 6
credits. The documentation advertises that it can return “Total unique backlinks, domain level spam score, domain authority, broken
backlinks, referring IPs, and much more.” (Source: www.seoreviewtools.com). In practice, SEO Review Tools relies on underlying data providers
(Moz, Majestic, etc.) to populate these fields. Customers use it for automated reporting without building their own crawler. For instance, one use-case

is to schedule weekly checks for new/ lost links by calling the API for one’s domain (Source: www.seoreviewtools.com).

While not independently crawling on its own, SEOReview’s API is significant because it democratizes backlink data access. A marketer can sign up,
get an API key, and receive a JSON list of backlinks and scores for any URL or domain (often for competitor sites). It also supports integration to
Google Sheets (via Coefficient add-on) to avoid manual exports (Source: coefficient.io). SEOReviewTools is less authoritative on raw volume (since it
is an aggregator), but valuable for deriving link insights without heavy dev work. We include it because it exemplifies the “SEO tool-managed API”
model, often cited by agencies building custom dashboards.

LinkResearchTools (LRT) API

LinkResearchTools, known for extensive link audits (especially link detox), offers an API primarily for enterprise clients. Its “Bulk URL Analyzer” (aka
Juice Tool) functions via API: a user submits up to 10,000 URLs in one query and receives all LRT metrics for them (Source:
smart.linkresearchtools.com). These metrics include link counts, penalty risk scores, anchor text ratios, and Majestic-based values. LRT’s API is credit-

based: each bulk query uses one “report” credit, and subscribers buy packs of credits depending on their plan. The LRT documentation notes that the
API is intended for internal user applications and prohibits resale without licence (Source: smart.linkresearchtools.com).

Key point: LRT’s APl essentially outsources Majestic data (with additional LRT-specific analytics). It is not used for crawling new links; it analyzes given
URLs via Majestic’s or its own index. Therefore, its index coverage is not independently published (it relies on Majestic’s crawl). However, its inclusion
is justified by the richness of its APl output. Agencies conducting detailed link audits (for large sites) often use LRT’s API to integrate with data
pipelines. For example, they might cross-reference LRT's detailed disavow recommendations programmatically. We cite LRT to note the rather
extreme case of up to 10k URLs per query (Source: smart.linkresearchtools.com) - far beyond typical SEO tools - and the depth of data it provides.

Other/ Specialized APIs
In addition to the above, various niche services offer backlink-related APIs:

« SE Ranking - An SEO platform whose API includes endpoints for link audits. It notably provides lost/broken links tracking. Coefficient’s
comparison lists a “SE Ranking API” with daily updates and 18+ metrics (Source: coefficient.io). (InitialData also highlights its lost-links feature.)
SE Ranking is more SMB-oriented, with lower pricing than Ahrefs/SEMrush.

« CognitiveSEO - Focused on link analysis and digital PR. It offers an API for backlinks (with anchor text, spam flags, historical link data) and
social signals. It does not claim a giant index, but emphasizes link monitoring (their “unnatural link detection”). Owing to limited documentation,
we do not detail it, but it is known in the niche.

« BuzzSumo, SpyFu, SimilarWeb, Raven Tools - These platforms provide assorted SEO data. Raven Tools (now part of SEMrush) had backlink
APIs fed by the SEOmoz index. BuzzSumo focuses on content virality and does not provide comprehensive backlink retrieval. SpyFu has
competitive keyword data and some backlink summary, but no full backlink dump API. We omit detailed discussion, focusing instead on providers
whose core offering is backlink data.
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« API Marketplaces (e.g. Zyla APl Hub) - Some generic APl marketplaces list “Backlink Data Retrieval” endpoints, but these are simply
wrappers to the above services or web scrapers. For example, the Zyla Marketplace shows multiple “Backlink Data Retrieval” and “Analyzer” APIs
offered by independent developers (Source: zylalabs.com). These often repurpose tools above or provide subsets of data for specific tasks. They
demonstrate the wide interest in backlink data but do not add new index sources beyond those already mentioned.

Data Analysis and Evidence

Several comparative analyses shed light on how these providers differ. A detailed study by SEO PowerSuite (published by Search Engine Land)
compared the backlink indexes of Ahrefs, Majestic, SEMrush, and SEO PowerSuite using one million domains. The findings confirmed that Ahrefs
had the largest live link counts in most cases, while Majestic had the smallest counts (largely because Ahrefs/PowerSuite count only live links,
whereas Majestic/SEMrush included dead links (Source: searchengineland.com). That study graphically shows, for each domain in the test, which tool
returned more referring domains. In absolute terms, Ahrefs won ~79.4% of “points” versus Majestic’s 5.3% (Source: searchengineland.com) (Source:
searchengineland.com). This underscores a critical point: different tools yield very different backlink totals. As Ahrefs cautions, “each tool counts
links in different ways” (Source: ahrefs.com), meaning no single API can claim objective truth.

Another data point: DataForSEO itself ran an index-quality analysis, arguing that raw size is just one factor. They examined link overlap and missing
links among Ahrefs, SEMrush, and their own Backlinks API (Source: dataforseo.com). Their conclusion was that freshness and spam filtering matter
greatly. While they did not publish index sizes, they emphasize evaluating data quality holistically.

In terms of usage patterns, Ahrefs' own team provides a mini case example: they leveraged their API for internal reporting, combining it with
Google's data (Source: ahrefs.com). Technically, anyone can do similar integrations: for instance, an SEO agency might poll the Ahrefs or SEMrush
API nightly to detect new backlinks to a client’s site, and then feed them into a Google Sheets report. Indeed, SEO Review Tools promotes such
automated reporting (e.g. “generate weekly reports” of new backlinks (Source: www.seoreviewtools.com) backed by these APIs. Coefficient (a data
integration platform) advertises a Google Sheets add-on to “sync data” from APIs like Ahrefs/SEMrush (Source: coefficient.io), underscoring the
demand for plug-and-play data flows.

From the available data, we distill several evidence-backed insights:

« Index Size vs. Freshness: Big indexes (Ahrefs, SEMrush, PowerSuite) guarantee more raw links, but Majestic’s separation of Fresh vs Historic
allows retrieval of older links. Our table shows which updates /ive-only (e.g. Ahrefs, PowerSuite) versus including dead links (Majestic, SEMrush)
(Source: searchengineland.com). In practice, for monitoring current link growth, live-only is usually better; for legacy analysis, historic data is

needed.

« Global Domain Coverage: Search Engine Land noted specific stats: Ahrefs ~193M domains, SEMrush ~1.6B domains (Source:
searchengineland.com) (impressive breadth). MOZ’s DA is indexed for 100M+ domains, far less. Yandex/Webmaster APIs cover only your site’s
domains. These data imply that for any given popular domain, Ahrefs/SEMrush are more likely to list backlinks than Moz/Serpstat.

« Specialized Metrics: Only some APIs provide built-in link-quality scores. Majestic’'s TF/CF are unique; Moz gives DA/PA and Spam Score;
SEMrush has its Toxicity (not APl-exposed); DataForSEO includes Spam Score (API) (Source: dataforseo.com); SEO PowerSuite has InLink Rank;
Ahrefs has URL Rating. This variety affects how one evaluates links. For example, when cleaning spam links, Majestic/Moz scores might steer
actions differently than Ahrefs’s raw counts.

« Cost and Access: We noted DataForSEO’s $0.02/1k model (Source: dataforseo.com), SEOReview’s credit system, SEMrush/Ahrefs custom
enterprise pricing, and Bing/Yandex being free for site owners. This means analysts must balance budget vs. scale: a small blogger might rely on
free Search Console/Bing or opensource, whereas an agency handling enterprise clients will subscribe to multiple APIs.

« Case in Point - API Integration: As a concrete illustration, imagine an SEO tool that tracks a website’s new backlinks daily. It could call Bing’s
API for link details on its own site (free) and also call Ahrefs and DataForSEO for competitive benchmarking (paid). The combined data (raw links,
anchor texts, domain metrics) would be merged. Ahrefs might report 1,000 live backlinks today (Source: coefficient.io), while Majestic (fresh
index) maybe 800 (plus 200 “dead”), reflecting their methodological differences (Source: searchengineland.com). The tool could then score each
link by Ahrefs UR, Moz DA, and Spam Score (DataForSEO) to prioritize which to pursue for disavowal or outreach. In this workflow, each API

contributes unique value.

Case Studies / Example Uses

Though many users employ these APIs in proprietary ways, we cite a few documented examples:

« Ahrefs Internal Analytics: Ahrefs published a blog detailing how they use their own API. They automatically “pull referring domain data for our
blog and aggregate by author” (Source: ahrefs.com). This is a real-world example of an agency-like use case: they built author-level link growth
charts by calling the APl and combining it with Google Search Console data. This highlights that even tool vendors rely heavily on their API for
reporting.

« DataForSEO Benchmark: DataForSEQO’s own study (2023) compared backlinks reports from multiple vendors on a sample of domains (Source:
dataforseo.com). They used their Backlinks API, Ahrefs, and SEMrush to collect data on the same domains, then analyzed differences in link
counts and diversity. This case illustrates how one might objectively measure index quality across vendors. While their results are proprietary,

Page 9 of 11


https://zylalabs.com/api-marketplace/tag/backlinks#:~:text=Fetch%20Backlink%20Information%20API
https://searchengineland.com/top-4-backlink-api-vendors-compared-1-million-domain-study-377160#:~:text=Unlike%20Ahrefs%20and%20SEO%20PowerSuite%2C,difference%20in%20the%20backlink%20numbers
https://searchengineland.com/top-4-backlink-api-vendors-compared-1-million-domain-study-377160#:~:text=Please%20keep%20in%20mind%20that,domains%20looked%20in%20absolute%20numbers
https://searchengineland.com/top-4-backlink-api-vendors-compared-1-million-domain-study-377160#:~:text=was%20followed%20by%20SEO%20PowerSuite,wins
https://ahrefs.com/blog/link-index-comparison/#:~:text=Here%E2%80%99s%20how%20we%20count%20links%2C,counts%20links%20in%20different%20ways
https://dataforseo.com/blog/backlink-api-comparison-dataforseo-ahrefs-semrush#:~:text=The%20landscape%20of%20backlink%20data,quality%20solution
https://ahrefs.com/blog/8-ahrefs-api-use-cases-for-agencies-and-enterprises/#:~:text=For%20example%2C%20we%20use%20the,or%20decline%29%2C%20too
https://www.seoreviewtools.com/backlink-api/#:~:text=Discover%20all%20the%20new%20backlinks,that%20are%20attacking%20these%20backlinks
https://coefficient.io/5-best-backlink-apis#:~:text=Documentation%20Try%20the%20Free%20Spreadsheet,%7C
https://searchengineland.com/top-4-backlink-api-vendors-compared-1-million-domain-study-377160#:~:text=Unlike%20Ahrefs%20and%20SEO%20PowerSuite%2C,difference%20in%20the%20backlink%20numbers
https://searchengineland.com/top-4-backlink-api-vendors-compared-1-million-domain-study-377160#:~:text=Ahrefs
https://dataforseo.com/blog/backlink-api-comparison-dataforseo-ahrefs-semrush#:~:text=match%20at%20L716%20%E2%9E%A4%20Spam,Toxicity%20Score%20in%20API%20responses
https://dataforseo.com/blog/backlink-api-comparison-dataforseo-ahrefs-semrush#:~:text=Price%20per%20single%20Backlinks%20API,1000
https://coefficient.io/5-best-backlink-apis#:~:text=Ahrefs%20API%20is%20a%20comprehensive,rating%2C%20and%20referring%20domains%20count
https://searchengineland.com/top-4-backlink-api-vendors-compared-1-million-domain-study-377160#:~:text=Unlike%20Ahrefs%20and%20SEO%20PowerSuite%2C,difference%20in%20the%20backlink%20numbers
https://ahrefs.com/blog/8-ahrefs-api-use-cases-for-agencies-and-enterprises/#:~:text=For%20example%2C%20we%20use%20the,or%20decline%29%2C%20too
https://dataforseo.com/blog/backlink-api-comparison-dataforseo-ahrefs-semrush#:~:text=The%20landscape%20of%20backlink%20data,quality%20solution
https://rankstudio.net/?utm_source=pdf
https://rankstudio.net/articles/backlink-api-comparison

Rankstudio

Get Found in Al Search Results

Backlink API Providers: A Complete Comparison for SEO

the methodology underscores an approach: automate API calls across providers and compare outputs.

« SEO Dashboard Automation: Many SEO agencies publicly mention building automated dashboards via APIs. For instance, SEO software
makers promote connecting Ahrefs/SEMrush APIs to Google Sheets to avoid manual exports (Source: coefficient.io). Though these are vendor
ads, they reflect actual usage: thousands of agencies rely on these APIs to populate executive reports, alert on new backlinks, and measure link-
building ROI.

« Majestic Million Dataset Study (2021): A collaborative study by SEO PowerSuite/SE Land used the Majestic Million (top million websites list)
to compare backlink counts from four vendors (Source: searchengineland.com). This is a concrete large-scale test: nearly four million checks
showed Ahrefs consistently had higher live backlink counts, while SEMrush/Majestic counts (including dead links) were lower for live links
(Source: searchengineland.com). The takeaway is that academic-like benchmarking is possible by systematically querying APIs.

Implications and Future Directions
The diversity of backlink APIs has major implications for SEO strategy and analytics. Key points and trends include:

. Data Quality Over Quantity: As multiple sources note (Source: dataforseo.com) (Source: ahrefs.com), index size alone is not everything.
Sophisticated users evaluate links using quality metrics (spam scores, trust, relevance) and prefer up-to-date live links. An emerging trend is
combining link data with ML/AlI models: for example, future tools may use machine learning on the vast link graphs accessible via these APIs to
predict content authority or identify niche influencers. Some vendors already hint at Al analytics or “Radar” features (Ahrefs Radar, etc.),
suggesting increasingly automated insight layers on top of raw link data.

« Integration into Workflows: Ease of integration matters: CSV exports are being superseded by direct API pipelines (Google Sheets, Bl tools).
As coefficient.io points out, synchronization with spreadsheets (e.g. using a Google Sheets extension) is a high-demand feature (Source:
coefficient.io). We expect SEO platforms and agencies to build more real-time dashboards. For instance, an enterprise might set up a weekly cron
job fetching backlinks via APIs for all major clients, merge with internal metrics, and generate alerts for lost inbound links or successful new links
to measure campaign impact.

« Platform Consolidation: Some analysts predict consolidation: SEO platforms (e.g. SEMrush acquiring Raven Tools) aim to cover more functions,
including link data. Meanwhile, pure-link providers (Majestic, Ahrefs) compete on index size and freshness. There could also be open research
consensus: for example, multiple tools might share crawling resources, or standardize link scoring (like Moz’s DA became ubiquitous). All
providers are also facing privacy/regulatory scrutiny around web scraping; this might drive them to get direct feeds from indexers or partner with
internet archives.

« Longer Content Lifecycles: With Al-driven search on the rise, the value of evergreen backlinks might increase. Future backlink APIs could offer
integration with content/promotion tools (e.g. pairing link data with content quality signals). One sign is that DataForSEO already mentions
“integration with marketing strategy” and how backlinks reveal partnership opportunities (Source: initialdataoffering.com).

« Privacy and Ethics: A subtle implication is the ethics of linking data. Google famously argues that link graphs are private user data. Some
might worry that very large backlink indexes border on mapping the web’s private link graph. So far, providers avoid crawling private (login-only)
content. Policy changes (like search engines disclosing less data) could push SEO companies to rely more on first-party APIs (like Bing’s if opened
up more) or on Al-extracted links. This could affect API design going forward.

Conclusion

Backlink APIs are a critical infrastructure for modern SEO. From search-engine-native tools (Bing, Yandex) to heavyweight commercial indexes
(Ahrefs, Majestic, SEMrush) and API-first data providers (DataForSEO), the ecosystem is vast and evolving. This report has catalogued the prominent
players, comparing their capabilities and limitations. For example, while Ahrefs and Technoradar tout market leadership (Ahrefs with “largest link
database” (Source: coefficient.io), TechRadar naming Ahrefs and SEMrush as the top tools (Source: www.techradar.com), our analysis shows that
complementary approaches are needed. Majestic and Moz still offer unique metrics (TF/CF, DA/PA) (Source: www.techradar.com) (Source:
www.seoraf.com). Aggregators and open APIs fill niches for cost-effective or integrated usage. All tools emphasize that rational link analysis relies
on multiple sources (hardly any one API is definitive, per Ahrefs (Source: ahrefs.com).

As of 2025, we see APIs being used for everything from automated reporting (Ahrefs staff uses it for internal dashboards (Source: ahrefs.com) to
large-scale studies (SEO PowerSuite’s million-domain comparison (Source: searchengineland.com). For practitioners, the key takeaway is to match
tool choice to task: use Google/Bing APIs for your own site’s links, plug Ahrefs/SEMrush for competitor/rich-data needs, employ Moz or
SEOReviewTools for convenient DA metrics, and consider DataForSEO or SEO PowerSuite for bulk or specialized queries. In the future, we anticipate
even tighter integration of these APIs into content marketing workflows and advanced analysis (perhaps Al-driven link recommendations). But one
certainty remains: backlink data is only as powerful as the API providing it, and as the field matures, multi-source strategies will yield the
most accurate SEO insights.
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The above analysis is supported by numerous sources. For brevity we list key citations inline. For example, Ahrefs’ claim to the “largest link
database” comes directly from Ahrefs’ documentation (Source: coefficient.io). DataForSEQ’s pricing data and spam-metric notes are from their own
blog (Source: dataforseo.com) (Source: dataforseo.com). Bing and Yandex APl docs are cited (Source: |earn.microsoft.com) (Source: yandex.com).
Tech industry reviews (TechRadar) and SEO news (Search Engine Land) provide context and comparisons (Source: www.techradar.com) (Source:
searchengineland.com). All claims and data points above are backed by these and other credible references throughout the text, ensuring a rigorous,

evidence-based report.
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